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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Sean Wooden on 6 March 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A system for publishing a fifst document object to users 
of a network, wherein the fifst document object is not previously available to users of the 
network, the system comprising: 

means for accessing a first document object : 

means for creating link relationships between document objects, wherein, 
when instructed, in response to accessing the first document object, the means 
for creating link relationships creates a link relationship between the first 
document object and a second document object, wherein the second document 
object is not previously available to users of the network and wh e r e in the link 
relationships e ach i d e nt i fy a identifies the f irst document object, the a second 
document object, and one or more link relationship attributes describing 
relationships between the first document object and the second document object, 
and the link relationships are separate from the first document object and the 
second document object; 

a directory that stores the link relationships; 

means for distributing the link relationships to the users of the network, 
wherein the distributing means presents references based on the link 
relationships; and 
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means for enabling the users of the network to use the link relationships to 
retrieve the document objects not previously available on the network. 
Claim 2 (previously presented): The system of claim 1, wherein a user of the network 
creates one or more link relationships, and the same user makes the second document 
object available to the users of the network by placing the document object on 
equipment electronically connected to the network. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): A method for creating access to a fifst document object to 
users of a network, wherein the fifst document object is not av ail abl e or not e as il y 
accessible by to users of the network, the method comprising: 
accessing a first document object: 

in response to accessing the first document object, allowing a first user of 
the network to create a link relationship between the first document object and a 
second document object that is not accessible ava il ab le to users of the network, 
wherein the link relationship identifies the first document object, the second 
document object, and one or more link relationship attributes describing 
relationships between the first document object and the second document object, 
and the link relationship is separate from the first document object and the 
second document object; 

storing the link relationship in one or more link directories; 

making the fifst second document object accessible to the users of the 
network; 

providing the users of the network access to the link relationship; and 
enabling the users of the network to use the link relationship to retrieve the 
fifst second document object, wherein the link relationship provides the users of 
the network with information relating the fifst second document object to the 
s e cond first document object accessed by the users of the network. 
Claim 4 (previously presented): The method of claim 3, wherein the step of providing 
the users of the network access to the link relationship comprises providing access to 
the link relationship only to authorized users. 
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Claim 5 (previously presented): The method of claim 3, further comprising authorizing 
the users of the network to perform the allowing step . 

Claim 6 (currently amended): The method of claim 3, wherein the allowing step 
comprises: 

a first user creating or locating a fifst second document object not 
previously accessible a va il ab le to other users of the network; 

the first user locating a s e cond first document object on the network 
wherein the s e cond first document object is related to the fifst second document 
object in some manner determined by the first user; and 

the first user creating a link relationship between the first document object 
and the second document object. 
Claim 7 (currently amended): The method of claim 3, wherein the step of making the 
fifst second document object accessible to users of the network comprises: 

transmitting a copy of the fifst second document object to one or more 
servers; 

determining a storage location for the transmitted first second document 
object on one or more host computers associated with the one or more link 
directories storing the link relationship between the first document object and the 
second document object; 

assigning a network address to the fifst second document object stored on 
the one or more host computers; 

storing the network address for the fifst second document object in the link 
relationship; and 

storing the first second document object on the one or more host 
computers. 

Claim 8 (original): The method of claim 3, wherein the first document object comprises 
annotated commentary created by the first user regarding the second document object. 
Claim 9 (currently amended): The method of claim 7, wherein the storage location for 
the fifst second document object on the one or more host computers is determined by a 
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user of the network responsible for managing the one or more link directories storing the 
link relationship. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The method of claim 7, wherein the storage location for 
the fifst second document object on the one or more host computers is determined by 
the first user creating the link relationship. 

Claim 1 1 (original): The method of claim 3, further comprising a step of targeting users 
of the network to which access to the link relationship will be provided by designating 
characteristics of the targeted users. 

Claim 12 (currently amended): The method of claim 3, wherein the step of enabling 
users to use the link relationship to retrieve the fifst second document object comprises 
authorizing users to retrieve the fifst second document object. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): The method of claim 3, wherein the first user is atee 
responsible for the s e cond first document object, and the first user is identified as 
responsible for the s e cond first document object to other users of the network accessing 
the link relationship. 

Claim 14 (previously presented): The method of claim 3, wherein the users accessing 
the fifst second document object are presented with the relationship created by the first 
user. 

Claim 15 (currently amended): The method of claim 7, wherein the network address for 
the fifst second document object is stored in a network address field of a link reference 
to the fifst second document object. 

Claim 16 (original): The method of claim 3, wherein the created link relationship 
comprises a link reference including a network address containing a bookmark. 
Claim 17 (canceled). 

Claim 18 (previously presented): The system of claim 1 further comprising means for 
making document objects not previously located on the network accessible to the users 
of the network. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record, fails to teach or suggest to one or ordinary skill in the art creating a link 
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relationship between document objects between documents not previously available to 
users. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyle R. Stork whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4130. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571 ) 272-4124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kyle Stork 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2178 

STEPHEN HONG 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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